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The  Boston  Globe  slashes  co-op  positions 


Losing  the  vote 

Felony  convictions  bar  1 .4  million 
Black  men  from  electoral  process 


By  Jamila  Hill 

Onyx  Staff 

With  the  number  of  Black  males  in 
prison  hitting  an  all-time  high,  fewer  and 
fewer  are  able  to  vote  due  to  stale  laws  that 
prevent  convicted  felons  from  the  ballot 
box,  according  to  a  recent  study. 

The  Human  Rights  Watch  and  the  Sen- 
tencing Project,  completed  a  study  this  year 
on  the  impact  of  felony  disfranchisement 
laws  which  prohibit  inmates,  felons  on  pa- 
role or  probation,  and  ex-offenders  from 
voting, 

The  study,  "Losing  the  Vote:  The  Im- 


pact of  Felony  Disenfranchisement  Laws 
in  tlie  United  States,"  estimated  that  1.4 
million  African-American  males  have  lost 
their  right  to  vote.  Given  current  rates, 
as  many  as  40%  of  black  men  may  per- 
manently lose  that  right. 

In  the  past  10  years.  Black  male  incar- 
ceration rates  increased  10  times  more 
rapidly  than  that  of  white  males. 

This  increase  is  largely  due  to  a  re- 
cent push  for  longer  sentences  for  vio- 
lent criminals  and  drug  offenders. 

According  to  the  study,  in  1995, 43% 
of  blacks  in  jail  were  incarcerated  for 
violent  crimes.  Drug  control  policies  have 
led  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  hun- 


currenlty  or 
pemianfindy  toot 
voting  rights 

Graph  courtesy  of  the  Senlcin.ine  Project 


By  Dawn  Jones 

Onyx  Staff 

The  Boston  Globe  has  recently  an- 
nounced that  eighteen  co-op  positions  will 
be  eliminated  this  winter  quarter,  begin- 
ning Jan  3. 

In  the  past  The  Globe  has  employed 
58  co-ops  every  six  months,  but  that  fig- 
ure will  now  drop  to  40,  in  an  effort  to 
attract  quality  students  and  provide  a  more 
career  focused  co-op  program,  said  Clare 
Larson,  Human  Resources  Associates  and 
Co-op  coordinator.  The  hours  for  the  re- 
maining 40  co-op  positions  will  be  in- 
creased from  30  hours  a  week  to  37.5 
hours. 

"We  feel  that  these  changes  strengthen 
The  Globe's  commitment  to  the  co-op 
program,"  said  Larson, 

"Hopefully  we  will  attract  more  stu- 
dents who  are  interested  in  pursuing  ca- 
reers in  the  newspaper  industry,"  she 


added. 

So  far,  it  is  unknown  which  positions 
will  no  longer  be  co-ops.  Larson  said  only 
the  more  entry  level  co-op  jobs  will  be  as- 
signed to  high  school  students  employed 
through  a  program  with  the  Boston  Private 
Industry  Council.  The  Council  works  with 
large  and  small  businesses  to  providejobs 
for  Boston's  youth. 

This  coming  January  will  be  the  first 
time  in  three  years  that  Globe  co-ops  have 
been  able  to  work  full  time  hours.  In  June 
of  1995.  The  Globe  reduced  the  co-op 
hours  from  37.5  hours  to  30  hours  a  week 
in  order  to  "increase  newsprint  costs." 

The  Boston  Globe  has  participated  in 
the  co-op  program  with  Northeastern  Uni- 
versity since  1937.  Although  a  kirge  num- 
ber of  The  Globe's  co-op  students  come 
from  Northeastern  University,  The  Globe 
also  employs  co-ops  from  other  colleges 
and  universities,  such  as  UMass,  Suffolk 
University  and  Boston  University. 


Rebuilding  Roxbury 

NU  Professor  heads  project  to  bring 
300-400  new  jobs  to  Roxbury  community 


Professor  Joseph  Warren.  Director  of  NU  Commimity  Outreach  Partnership  Center 
[Photo  credit:  J.D.  Levine,  Northeasem  University] 


See  LOSING  Page  2 


By  Kami-Leigh  Agard 

Onyx  Staff 

Next  week.  Northeastern  University 
Community  Outreach  Partnership  Center 
(NUCOPC)  will  talk  with  Boston  Sewer 
and  Water  Commission  about  using  a  site 
for  the  Center's  proposed  Industrial  Park, 
NU  Economics  Professor  Joseph  Warren  is 
directing  the  Partnership  between  North- 
eastern and  Roxbury  to  solve  the  area's  fi- 
nancial troubles. 

Three  years  ago,  former  NU  President 
John  Curry  met  with  Roxbury's  Black  busi 

See  PARTNERSHIP  Page  8 
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More  than  just  a  summer  and 
tutoring  program 


By  Jamila  Hill 

Onyx  Staff 

For  !4  years,  Ciihners  Hall  has  been  a 
home  away  firom  home  for  Bosion  public 
school  studenis,  involved  in  a  program 
called  Balfour  Academy, 

"It  means  a  Family,  respect  and  a  safe 
haven  for  students  to  come  to  learn  and  en- 
joy tliemselves,"  said  Earl  Stafford,  pro- 
gram coordinator  for  Balfour  Academy. 

Stafford  and  Academy  Director,  Profes- 
sor Caria  Oblas  have  worked  at  Balfour 
since  its  inception  in  1983. 

"it  gave  me  a  chance  to  see  the  kids  grow 
from  high  school  to  college,"  said  Stafford. 

"When  you  work  with  kids  you  don't  get 
to  see  them  for  a  long  period  of  lime,  but 
here  we  get  to  see  them  ail  year  round," 
said  Professor  Oblas. 

The  program  was  originally  designed  to 
get  more  city  and  minority  students  to  look 
at  Northeastern  and  possibly  attend  the 
University. 

"We  have  about  43  kids  at  the  Univer- 
sity with  about  9  graduates,"  said  Stafford. 

Part  of  the  reason  why  so  many  students 
have  gone  onto  Northeastern  is  the  full  tu- 
ition scholarship  that  is  offered. 

"It  gave  me  something  to  shoot  for. 
Something  I  knew  was  going  to  be  there  to 
help  me  gel  into  school  and  stay  in  school," 
said  Feliciano  Tavares,  an  anthropology 
major  at  Northeasiem  and  former  Balfour 
student. 

But  even  though  the  security  of  the 
scholarship  is  not  offered  any  more,  stu- 


dents in  die  program  still  feel  tliis  is  a  great 
chance  for  them  to  develop  themselves 
and  prepare  for  college. 

"it  helps  me  to  be  organized,  to  get  my 
work  done  on  time."  said  Curtis  Wilson, 
14,  student  at  Health  Careers  Academy." 

"I  used  to  be  a  'hellion,*  and  it  helped 
to  lone  down  my  behavior."  said  Wilson. 

Balfour  has  helped  me  to  get  my  grades 
up  and  to  communicate  more,"  said  Emily 
Mejia,  15.  student  at  Boston  High. 

"Balfour  has  helped  me  prepare  for  my 
next  year  of  school,"  said  Julia  Savage. 
13,  a  student  at  the  Boston  Renaissance 
Charter  School.  "It's  a  fun  fiimily  envi- 
ronment." 

Many  refer  to  Balfour  as  being  a  "fam- 
ily environment."  A  place  where  students 
not  only  learn  but  have  a  sense  of  belong- 
ing. 

"They  learn  here,  tliey  gel  that  one  on 
one  love  and  family  oriented  e.ssence  at 
Balfour,"  said  Karim  Evans.  1 9,  a  former 
Balfour  student  who  is  currently  enrolled 
at  Northeastern,  and  is  also  a  tutor  at  the 
program. 

"The  people  at  Balfour  know  about  that 
family  feeling,  the  family  vibe.  And  that's 
what's  most  important,  that  family  vibe," 
said  Khalid  Hill,  18,  a  former  Balfour  stu- 
dent who  is  currently  on  tour  with  "Bring 
in  da  Noise,  Bring  in  da  Funk." 

For  more  information  contact  Earl 
Stafford  at  617-373-2328. 


Adjusting  to  Northeastern 


By  Katrina  Braxton 

Onyx  Staff 

It  was  a  silent  evening  on  September 
21  as  I  walched  my  mother  drive  away, 
back  to  our  home  in  New  Jersey.  1  looked 
around  and  suddenly  feit  overwhelmed 
with  feelings  of  loneliness,  anxiety  for  the 
new  life  that  I  was  beginning,  separation 
from  what  I  was  familiar  with  and  fear  be- 
cause I  did  not  know  if  1  could  survive  in 
this  new  environment 

Silting  alone  in  my  room  for  the  first 
lime  1  was  filled  with  all  these  emotions  I 
tried  to  find  an  explanation  for.  You  see, 
the  very  firsl  time  ihat  I  came  to  North- 
eastern University  I  did  not  want  to  go 
home.  I  fell  in  love  with  the  people,  the 
beautiful  campus,  the  great  academic  repu- 
tation of  the  school  and  die  city  of  Bosion 
which  was  filled  with  excitement  and  cul- 
ture. A  week  upon  my  arrival  I  almost  burst 
with  eagerness.  All  I  could  think  of  during 
the  summer  was  being  away  in  Boston  to 
begin  my  journey  to  a  successful  future. 
So  I  assumed  that  my  "  home  sicknes.s" 
would  last  for  about  a  week,  but  i  was 
wrong. 

Even  ihough  I  had  made  friends  and  got- 
ten a  hold  on  my  studies,  I  would  still  some- 
times feel  depressed  and  lonely.  I  wondered 
what  was  wrong  with  me  and  if  NU  would 
ever  feel  like  a  home  to  me. 

Until  one  night  at  an  Northeastern  Black 
Student  Association  (NBSA)  meeting  I 
heard  two  women  from  the  Counseling 
Center  giving  different  examples  of  why  a 
student  should  consider  consolation.  Ev- 
erything they  said  made  sense  to  me  and  I 
realized  that  I  probably  was  not  the  only 
one  experiencing  these  feelings. 

One  reason  diey  mentioned  was  diat  the 
first  year  of  college  can  be  difficult  because 


it  is  full  of  new  adjustments. 

So,  I  met  witli  Terry  M.  Davis,  PH.  D  a 
staff  psychologist  and  multicultural  special- 
ist at  Northeasem's  Counseling  Center  for 
more  information  on  this  subject.  She  told 
me  that  everything  I  was  experiencing  was 
not  only  normal,  but  was  common.  It  is 
common  for  students  to  get  depressed  be- 
cause of  work  loads,  roommate  problems, 
problems  back  at  home,  finances  and  other 
issues  that  college  students  face,  accord- 
ing to  Davis.  Also,  minorities  can  struggle 
with  being  the  only  one  in  their  classrooms. 

Minorities  can  struggle  with 
being  the  only  one  in  their 
classrooms. 

Dr.  Terry  Davis 
Muiticulturai  Specialist 

Especially,"says  Davis,  "  If  they  are  com- 
ing from  communities  where  they  are  the 
majority."  I  could  definitely  relate  because 
I  came  from  a  very  diverse  nieghborhood. 
So  how  does  a  student  like  me  adjust  to 
college  life? 

Davis  encourages  students  to  join  so- 
cial groups  like  Legacy  2000.  "Activities 
can  provide  stability  and  familiarity  for  a 
student. "explains  Davis. "  Also  it's  good  if 
you  can  find  upperclassmen  and  ask  them 
how  they  adjusted  to  their  first  year  in  col- 
lege." 

I  learned  that  missing  my  family  and  and 
the  familiar  things  to  me  back  in  New  Jer- 
sey is  fine,  as  long  as  I  have  balance.  It  will 
also  take  time,  after  all  1  have  only  been 
here  for  two  months.  If  you  would  like  any- 
more information  on  this  topic,  or  you  feel 
you  need  to  talk  to  someone,  like  Dr.  Terry 
M.  Davis,  about  any  other  concerns  call 
Northeastern's  Counseling  Center  at  373- 
2142. 


LOSING,  from  Page  i 
dreds  of  thousands  of  blacks. 

Although  drug  use  and  selling  cut  across 
race,  class,  and  gender,  law  enforcement 
strategies  focus  primarily  on  street-level 
drug  dealers  and  users  from  low-income, 
predominantly  minority,  urban  areas. 

This  has  led  to  blacks  making  up  36% 
of  arrests  for  drug  possession. 
Between  1990  and  1996,  82%  of  the  in- 
crease of  black  inmates  was  due  to 
drug  offenses. 

The  rate  of  incarceration  for  black  men 
in  1996  was  8.5  times  that  of  while  men. 

If  this  continues,  neariy  three  in  ten  Af- 
rican-American men  will  be  denied  either 
temporarily  or  permanently  their  right  to 


vote. 

Right  now  HRW  and  the  Sentencing 
Project  estimate  that  3.9  million  Ameri- 
cans have  lost  their  right  to  vote. 

Currently,  46  states  and  the  District  of 
Columbia  deny  convicted  adults  in  prison 
to  right  to  vote;  32  states  prohibit  felons 
on  parole;  29  states  exclude  those  on  pro- 
bation; and  14  states  will  allow  individu- 
als to  vote  even  after  they  have  served 
their  sentence. 

All  of  this  information  was  taken  from 
Losing  the  vote:  The  Impact  of  Felony 
Disfranchisement  Laws  in  the  United 
States. 


States  with  Disfranchisement  Laws 
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Graph  courtesy  of  the  Sentencing  Project 


Sorors  honoring  their  own 


Sigma  Gamma  Rho,  Incorporated  Kappa  Nu  Chapter  celebrated  "Greater  Ser- 
vice, Greater  Progress:  Our  Gracious  Sorors"  at  the  John  D.  O'Bryant  African 
American  Institute,  last  Thursday.  Pictured  here  is  Soror  Tamika  Harrison  recit- 
ing poem,  "An  Ode  to  Our  Founders."  This  event  was  part  of  the  sorority's 
"Founders'  Week."  Other  events  included  an  Open  Mic  Night  and  Crafts  with 
the  Elders  hosted  by  Sigma  Gamma  Rho  Kappa  Nu  Chapter. 
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World  News 


Mitch  hits  close  to  home 


By  Ana  Toro 

Onyx  Staff 

Hurricane  Mitch  has  hit  close  to  home 
for  many  of  students  here  at  Northeastern. 

Mario  Palma,  a  Northeastern  alumni 
whose  family  is  from  Honduras,  says  that 
people  in  his  country  have  lost  their  homes, 
have  lost  everything.  They  don't  have  drink- 
ing water.  The  little  they  had  was  taken.  He 
adds  thai  despite  all  the  help  the  area  has 
received,  it  does  not  feel  like  it  is  enough 
right  now  due  to  the  magnitude  of  the  di- 
saster, 

Early  November  brought  death  and  mis- 
ery for  many  of  the  people  of  Central 
America  with  the  arrival  of  Hurricane 
Mitch.  It  is  estimated  that  about  20.000 
people  lost  their  lives  due  lo  the  hurricane, 
a  figure  that  will  never  be  exact  due  to  the 
corpses  that  lay  buried  under  mud  and  de- 
bris. Thousands  of  people  are  still  miss- 
ing. As  the  death  loll  keeps  rising,  Mitch  is 
now  considered  the  deadliest  hurricane  to 
ravage  the  Atlantic  in  200  years. 

This  catastrophe  is  likely  to  set  back 
Honduras,  the  country  most  deeply  affected 
by  Mitch,  fifteen  years.  Other  Central 
American  countries  ravaged  by  the  hurri- 
cane are  Guatemala.  Nicaragua,  and  El  Sal- 
vador. Tlie  cash  crops  that  provide  work  and 
sustainability  for  the  people  in  these  coun- 
tries have  been  wiped  out  by  floods  and 
mudslides.  Fertile  land  is  deep  beneath 
muddy  terrain,  and  it  will  be  a  while  before 
the  land  in  these  regions  is  once  again  suit- 
able for  farming.  What  this  means  is  that 
not  only  have  the  people  in  Honduras,  Nica- 
ragua. Guatemala  and  El  Salvador  lost  all 
they  had,  but  that  it  is  going  to  take  a  long 
time  before  they  can  even  start  to  gel  it  back. 
What  are  they  to  do  in  the  meantime,  when 
disease  is  rampant  and  the  danger  of  dying 
from  starvation  is  ever-present? 


This  is  where  the  rest  of  the  world  can 
put  their  condolences  and  pity  to  work. 
Foreign  aid  poured  into  the  affected  coun- 
tries a  few  days  after  Hurricane  Mitch 
stopped  by.  The  United  Slates  alone  has 
allotted  $70  million  in  aid  for  the  region, 
and  a  $32  million  shipment  of  food,  medi- 
cine and  supplies  from  Spain  came  into 
the  area  last  week.  Mexico  has  also  sent 
supplies  and  medicine,  along  with  rescu- 
ers and  volunteers,  to  the  area.  However, 
many  people  still  cannot  be  accessed  be- 
cause bridges  and  roads  have  been  de- 
stroyed in  their  towns. 

On  top  of  the  damages  caused  by  the 
storm,  the  disease  and  starvation,  the  ab- 
solute poverty  brought  upon  millions  of 
people,  there  is  yet  another  problem  for 
the  people  of  Central  America:  unearthed 
landmines.  ABC  News  reports  that  mines 
planted  by  the  Sandinisia  government  and 
by  Contra  rebels  supported  by  the  US  in 
the  1980s  are  resurfacing  due  to  the  floods, 
which  have  unearthed  the  landmines  and 
carried  them  all  over  the  place.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  lens  of  thousands  of  mines  have 
been  unearthed.  The  French  Foreign  Min- 
istry has  sent  six  de-mining  experts,  along 
with  130  rescuers,  to  the  area. 

There  is  still  a  great  need  for  medi- 
cines, food,  clothes  and  supplies.  The 
Latino/a  Student  Cultural  Center  is  an  on- 
campus  resource  to  find  out  what  you  can 
do  to  help.  The  Center  is  taking  donations 
and  making  efforts  to  help  the  people  in 
Central  America.  You  can  call  them  at  373- 
5845.  You  can  also  call  the  American  Red 
Cross  at  375-0700  in  Boston  to  find  out 
how  you  can  help. 

Some  of  this  information  was  obtained 
from  www.abcnews.com 


Stokely  Carmichael  dead  at  57 

Black  Panther  leader  who  coined  the  term  'Black  Power' 


International 


News  Briefs 


JAMAICA 

Unity  Firsl-Jamaicn's  Ministry  of 
Health  has  reported  that  AIDS  cases  are 
on  the  rise  in  Jamaica.  Since  1982.  over 
3,00(1  cases  have  been  reported.  1800 
people  of  which  have  died.  The  popula- 
lion  nCihe  island  is  2.5  million.  Jamaican 
officials  arc  particularly  concerned  with 
the  increasing  number  of  children  con- 
tracting AIDS. 

AFRICA 

In  many  African  countries,  AIDS  is 
now  a  national  crisis.  According  to  United 
Naiions  ofTicials.  in  Bniswana  and  Zim- 
babwe, one  of  every  four  adults  is  infected 
with  the  AIDS  virus.  In  South  Africa,  in 
the  last  tlvc  years,  the  AIDS  rate  has 
grown  from  7.6  percent  lo  1 7  percent.  The 
U.N.  also  reports  lhat  sub  Saharan  Africa 
has  21  million  percent.  The  U.N.  also  re- 
porli  that  sub  Saharan  AIticji  has  21  mil- 
lion people  infected  with  the  AIDS  vims, 
two-ihirils  of  the  loial  AIDS  cases  in  the 
world-  It  is  believed  that  luck  of  adequate 
health  prevention,  education,  or  medical 
care  benefits  has  contributed  to  these  nuni- 
berv 


National 

MEMPHIS.  TN 

Bulldozer>»  have  begun  clearing  land 
at  the  back  of  the  historic  building  on 
South  Main  Street  in  Memphis,  TN 
where  Jamo  R-irl  Ray  allegedly  shot  and 
killed  Dr.  Miirtin  Luther  King,  Jr  A  fam- 
ily foundation  purchased  the  abandoned 
boarding  house  in  Memphis  where 
King's  assas.sin  shot  him,  and  donated  it 
to  the  museum. 

CHICAGO.  IL 

Lenard  Clark,  an  African  American 
boy  who  wondered  into  a  Chicago  Sub- 
urb, was  beaten  unconscious  last  year 
when  attacked  by  ihrce  white  men.  The 
men  Victor  Jasas  18,  and  Michael 
Kwidzinski  21.  both  pleaded  guilty  la.s[ 
week  in  court  to  reduced  charges  and  re- 
ceived probation  and  conmiunity  service. 
A  third  man  Frank  Caniso  1 9.  was  found 
guilty  last  month  of  aggravated  battery 
and  a  hate  crime.  He  was  sentenced  to 
eight  years  in  prison,  Clark,  the  1 3-ycar 
old  victim  '.ulTcrs  from  brain  damage. 


Stokely  Carmichael,  the  former  Black 
Panther  leader  who  coined  the  term  "black 
power"  and  later  changed  his  name  to 
Kwame  Ture  is  dead  at  the  age  of  57. 

Caimichael.  who  had  been  suffering  of 
prostate  cancer  for  the  past  three  yeari,  died 
today  in  Conakry,  Guinea  where  he  lived 
since  1969. 

Bom  on  June  29. 1941  in  Port  of  Spain, 
Trinidad,  Carmichael  attended  Howard 
University  in  Washington  D.C..  and  after 
graduating  in  1964,  as  one  of  the  "Free- 
dom Riders"  he  began  work  on  voter  reg- 
istration in  Mississippi  with  the  Student 
Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee, 
which  he  would  later  head. 

In  Mississippi  he  founded  the  Lowndes 
County  Freedom  Organization,  a  forerun- 
ner of  the  Black  Panther  Party.  In  1967  he 
became  Prime  Minister  of  the  Black  Pan- 
ther Party. 

During  James  Meredith's  Freedom 
March  in  Mississippi,  he  was  one  of  the 
first  people  lo  publicly  use  the  now  famous 
"Black  Power"  phrase 

He  received  an  honorary  doctorate  from 


Stokely  Carmichael,  when  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  Student  Nonviolent  Coordi- 
nating  Committee  (SNCC).  June.  1966. 


Shaw  University  in  1971. 

In  1 973,  he  and  his  then  wife.  South  Af- 
rican singer  Miriam  Makeba,  became  citi- 
zens of  the  east  African  country  of  Uganda. 


Are  you  of  Afnc»  Amefk^an,  Asian  American,  Native 
American  or  Latino  origbi?  * 

Do  you  want  to  gorfo'graduate  school  but  dont  have 
themor  

Do you « 


COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMErm 


Minority  CREDIT 
Program 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 

MACDC  ^ 

Jackie  Washington 
Phone:  (617)426-0303 
Email:  iackiew@gbls,Ofg 
MIT's  Department  of  Urban 
Studies  and  Planning 
Paula  Anzer 
Phone:  (617)253-2024 
Email:  anzer@mit.edu 
Website: 

hltp://web.mit.edu/dusp/www/ 
admissions/minority-credit.hlml 


'^^^mmunity  and  Regional  Economic^ 
Development  Internship  Training 


The  Minority  CREDIT  (Community  and  Regional 
Economic  Development  Internship  and  Iraining) 
Program  provides  you  a  two  year,  full  time,  paid 
internship  at  a  local,  non-profit,  community 
development  corporation  (CDC)  and  two-years 
waived  tuition  towards  a  IVIaster's  degree  in  City 
planning  at  MIT. 


APPLY  NOW!  Deadline  is  January  15, 1999 


'  Musi  tw  a  U.S.  aiaen  w  peimonenl  resident  Id  pamc^s  in  iho  ptograrn 
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Get  Your  Hustle  On 

How  to  find  Outside  Scholarships 


Outside  scholarships  can  provide  you 
with  any  where  from  $500  to  thousands 
of  dollars  in  financial  support.  You  can 
spend  almost  two  hours  in  looking  through 
various  programs  and  gel  enough  money 
to  last  the  duration  of  your  schooling. 
What's  more,  Finding  scholarships  is  not 
hard  because  you  can  find  scholarships 
based  on  almost  anything.  Northeaslcm 
Univeniily's  Office  of  Financial  Aid  has  a 
worksheet  thai  provides  information  nn 
resources  available  lo  you  For  your  schol- 
arship search.  Shown  here  is  a  brief  sum- 
mary. 

How  lo  start  your  scholarship  search 

1.  Find  out  something  unique  about 
yourselfanduseittogetmoney.  You 
can  find  scholarships  geared  towards 
a  special  talent,  interest,  or  career  goal 
that  you  may  have.  There  are  even 
scholarships  out  there  offered  lo  a  par- 
ticular ethnic  background,  racial  heri- 
tage, or  religion. 

2.  Do  your  parents'  employers,  credit 
union,  professional  association,  or  la- 
bor union  offer  scholarship  programs  ? 
Find  out.  that  could  mean  more 
money  for  you. 

3.  There  is  a  book  of  scholarships  thai 
is  available  at  the  front  desk  of  the 
Office  of  Student  Financial  Services. 

4.  Check  out  the  Higher  Education  In- 
formation Center  located  in  the  ba-se- 
ment  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  in 
Copley  Square.  They  have  many  re- 
sources like  books,  flyers,  and  even  a 
computer  database  of  scholarship  and 
grant  information. 

5.  Your  local  library  has  books  that  gives 
a  listing  of  scholarship  program  along 
with  addresses  so  that  you  can  request 
an  application. 

6.  Search  the  web  for  various  sites  thai 
have  information  on  scholarships  and 
grants. 

How  (0  apply  for  outside  scholarships 

1.  Make  sure  you're  eligible  for  a  schol- 
arship by  reading  the  requirements. 
Don't  waste  lime  tilling  out  an  appli- 
cation for  something  thai  was  noi 
meant  for  you. 

2.  Take  the  initiative.  Write  a  brief 
letter  to  the  scholarship/grant 
program  requesting  an  application. 

3.  When  you  receive  the  application 
and  fill  it  out,  make  sure  you  keep  a 
copy.  Too  many  times  the  mail  or 
even  the  scholarship  program  you 
are  applying  for  will  lose  you 
appltcaiion;  and  no  application 
means  no  money. 


Don't  wait 

Visit  your  Financial  Aid 
Counselor  Today! 


FlNANOAL  AID  RESOURCrKS 
AVAILABLE  ON  THE  INTERNFT 

Faslweb  Scholarship  Sourves 
h(tp://www.student5er  vices. com/ 
fastwcb/ 

Fimim  ial  aid  infarmatioti  page 
htip://\vww.  fmaid.org 

Yahoo  Financial  Aid  Search 
http://www.yahoo.cojn/ediicaiion/ 
financial_aid/ 

Teri 

ht^;//wsvw.ieri  .or^ 
NcUie  Mae 

http://www.nell  ieniae,oi;g 
Sallie  Mae 

http://www.sal  liemae.com 
CoUeseNET 

httpi//www.college  nc  t  ,com/ci 
finance,  btml 

MOUS  MlnoritfScholarshipi 
fellowships 
htip;//www.fie.comAnol  is/scholar.htm" 

The  College  Board  (Fund  Finder,  etci 
hup://  w  ww.col  legeboard.  org/ 

U.  S.  Department  of  Education 
(ittp://www.e<l.gov  ^fl 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Educa- 
tion 

http:/Avww.doc.mass  .edu/ 


College  Wf  w 

hitp://www.coIlegeview.coni 

Peterson's  Education  Center 
http.7/w  w  w.petersoQs.cora 


1 


Society  of  Manufacturing  Engineers 
http://www.sme.org/foundiition 


FAFSA  on  the  Weh 
hitp://w  WW,  fafsa.ed.gov 


NU's 
Financial 
Aid  Office 
is  in  356, 
Richards 
Hall 


Estimated  Student  Aid  by  Source  for  Academic  Year  1997- 
98  (Current  Dollars  In  Billions) 


11.2 


Financial  Aid 
Timeline 


August/September 

•  Gather  scholarship  information. 
Check  the  inlemet.  go  to  the  library, 
ask  your  parents  about  scholarships 
that  their  job  may  sponsor.  Just  get 
as  much  information  as  you  can  for 
scholarships  that  you  are  eligible  for. 

October/November 

•  Create  a  schedule  of  financial  aid 
deadlines  for  yourself  so  that  you  can 
allot  yourself  enough  time  to  fill  out 
the  application. 

December/January 

•  GET  A  JOB  if  you  don't  have  one 
right  now.  Winter  break  means  time 
to  work.  Work  means  money.  Money 
means  YOU  CAN  PAY  YOUR  TU- 
ITION. 

•  Make  sure  you  have  your  FAFSA  or 
Renewal  FAFSA  in  hand  and  begin 
to  nil  it  out.  Mail  this  out  any  lime 
after  January  1st.  But  please  don't 
wail  until  the  deadline. 

•  Make  sure  that  your  parents  and  that 
you  begin  gathering  your  tax  infor- 
mauon.  This  will  facilitate  FAFSA 
completion. 

February/March 

•  Make  sure  you  have  submitted  all  re- 
quired financial  aid  forms. 

•  Many  private  scholarships  have 
March  1  deadlines.  Be  sure  that  you 
have  mei  those  deadlines  or  that  you 
arc  well  on  your  way  to  meeting  them, 

•  By  this  time,  you  should  have  re- 
ceived your  Student  Aid  Rcpitri 
(SAR).  This  comes  in  about  4  weeks 
after  you  have  suhmilied  y(»ur 
FAFSA. 

April/May 

•  Sign  and  relurn  financial  aid  forms. 
,|une/July 

•  Complete  any  remaining  financial  aid 
forms. 

•  Continue  looking  for  financial  aid  for 
next  year.. 

SOURCE:  Faslweb  College  Financial  Aid 


FYI 


LOWER  STUDENT  LOAN  RATES 
APWire-  In  September,  the  senate  passed 
a  bill  that  will  lower  interest  rates  on  stu- 
dent loans  and  the  maximum  student-aid 
grant  will  be  raised.  The  new  formula  low- 
ers the  interest  rale  from  8.23  to  7.46.  The 
measure  will  also  raise  the  maximum 
amount  for  Pell  Grants  from  $3,000  to 
$4,500.  This  amount  will  gradually  be 
raised  to  $5,800  in  2003-2005. 

EROSION  OF  GRANT  JEOPAR- 
DIZES COLLEGE 
AFFORDABILITV 
Washington,  D.C.-  According  to  a  study 
by  The  Education  Resource  Institute  and 
The  Institute  for  Higher  Education  Policy 
"need  -based  grant  awards  are  covering  a 
decreasing  percentage  of  the  average  price 
of  attending  college  ."  The  study  also 
found  that  "net  prices-the  total  price  of  at- 
tendance minus  all  grant  aid-have  in- 
creased for  most  families  in  the  1990s." 

PARENTS  PAY  LESS  WHILE  STU- 
DENTS PAY  MORE 
Washington,  D.C.  -  The  USA  Group 
Foundation  just  completed  a  study  which 
found  that  while  college  prices  have  gone 
up  38%.  parent  contribution  has  dropped 
by  8%.  Parents  are  now  paying  more  with 
their  current  income,  and  those  who  take 
out  loans  are  borrowing  at  higher  amounts. 
The  report  also  says  that  parents  on  aver- 
age conlribuie  55%  of  college  prices  with 
savings  making  up  only  2'^'''f . 


LOAN  OKITONS 

Go  to  the  loan  office  at  Noilheastem 
liighl  beside  financial  aid)  to  get  infor- 
mation on  loans  that  you  aie  eligible  for. 
Some  loans  that  you  may  be  intcresied  in 
aic: 

•  I  lK-NuilllLMSk  liai|H^L'IMl>  sCicvlit 

Union.  Oilers  loans  to  all  Northea.st- 
em  students-  The  maximum  anioiini 
tlial  an  undergraduate  student  can  re- 
ceive is  $7,500.  YoH  must  open  an 
account  with  the  credit  union  and 
hnve  a  co-signer  lo  be  eligible. 

•  Two  loans  thai  you  can  receive  over 
the  phone  art  (he TERI  and  PLATO. 
To  apply  for  the  1HR1.  call  1-800- 
25.S-THRI  Call  l-SOO- GO  PLATO 
fonhe  PI-ATO  loan 
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Fhondal  Aid  Supplement 


Higher  Costs,  Lower  Aid 


By  Kerrita  McClauglyn 
Onyx  Staff 

The  College  Board  reports  that  college 
tuition  and  fees  rose  approximately  4  per- 
cent over  the  last  year  and  that  S60  billion 
in  financial  aid  was  available  to  students. 

Increased  prices  are  a  "rising  challenge" 
to  families  and  a  disproportionate  burden 
on  the  neediest  students,  the  Board  said. 
They  reported  that  4-year  public  universi- 
ties saw  a  4  percent  increase  in  tuition 
while  4-year  private  universities  saw  a  5 
percent  increase.  Depending  on  the  type 
of  institution,  students  will  pay  fi-om  $66 
to  S723  more  than  last  year.  Students  can 
also  expect  to  face  changes  of  3  to  5  per- 
cent more  for  room  and  board,  according 
to  the  College  Board's  Trend  in  Coliege 
Pricing  1998. 

Trends  in  Student  Aid  1 998.  reports  that 
the  $60  Billion  in  total  aid  available  to  stu- 
dents and  their  families  in  1997-1 998,  was 
a  6  percent  increase  over  the  previous  year. 
Most  of  this  increase,  however,  was  in  the 
form  of  loans  rather  than  grants,  and  most 


of  the  increased  borrowing  was 
unsubsidized. 

"Debt  levels  are  manageable  for  most 
students,"  said  Lawrence  Gladieux,  the 
Coliege  Board's  executive  director  for 

Most  of  this  6%  increase 
was  in  the  form  of  loans 
rather  than  grants,  and  most 
of  the  increased  borrowing 
was  unsubsidized. 

policy  analysis. 

For  some  students,  however,  there  is 
an  imbalance  of  grants  and  loans  in  the 
system.  The  growing  reliance  on  loans 
puts  a  disproportionate  burden  on  the 
neediest  students,  who  were  never  ex- 
pected to  have  to  borrow  when  these  pro- 
grams were  created." 

Gladieux  also  said,  "the  borrowing 
trend  especially  hurts  those  who  don't 
complete  their  degrees  and  are  left  with  a 
debt  they  can't  repay." 

He  also  notes  that  while  loans  have  in- 


'uition,  Family  Income, 
and  Student  Aid  1980-81  to  1997-98 
and  1987-88  to  1997-98,  in  Constant 
-DoUafS- 


Graph  courtesy  of  the  College  Board.  Trends  in  Student  A  id  1 998 


fmSdaldall' 


creased,  average  federal  grant  aid  has  de- 
clined and  tuition  increases  have  outpaced 
median  family  income.  '  ' 

"The  share  of  family  income  required  'Call  NortheaStCm  Unlvcrslty 
to  pay  college  expenses  has  increased  for    I   -  /-via-        * ->t>  T»OiC  ' 

all  famdiesln  the  ws  and '90's,"  Said  i  Loan  OfTice  at  373-3386a 

Gladieux,  "But  it  has  gone  up  the  most  for   ^^^jrjr  inifffpM'irifdr'iiP^Ut 

those  at  the  low  end  of  the  economic  scale.' 


KWANZAA 

IMANI      KUUMBA      UMOM      KUJICHACULIA      UJIMA      UJAMAA  NIA 


The  John  D.  O'Bryant  African- American  Institute  invites  you  to  attend  it's 

30th  Anniversary  Finale 
&  Kwanzaa  Celebration 


on  Friday,  December  4,  1998    5:oo  p.m. 

VENDORS  -  Gifts  and  Books  11:00a.m. 
KWANZAA  CEREMONY  6:00  p.m. 
KWANZAA  FEAST  8:00  p.m. 
30TH  FINALE  -  9:00  p.m. 
1st  Floor -Urban/R&B 
2nd  Floor  -  Caribbean 
3rd  -  Floor  -  Jazz 

Please  RSVP  by  November  23,  1998.  by  calling  617-373-4913 
or  visit  us  at  40  Leon  Street,  Rm  211,  Boston,  MA  02115 
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Black  Colleges  Not  All  That? 


By  Devin  Felton 
Onyx  Correspondent 

So,  you  wanted  to  go  lo  a  historically 
Black  University  but  didn't  because  you 
didn't  want  lo  go  that  faraway  from  home 
or  those  schools  offered  lousy  financial  aid 
packages.  Maybe  you  had  a  friend  or  rela- 
tive that  went  lo  Howard  or  Clark  and  Uiey 
told  you  all  about  how  fun  il  was  and  all 
the  interesting  Black  people  they  mei. 
They  may  have  even  sent  you  an  applica- 
tion to  apply.  You  looked  at  it  and  pictured 
yourself  in  the  cozy  southern  comfort  of 
Atllanla's  AUC  (Clark,  Spelman. 
Morehouse,  and  Morris  Brown)  or  talking 
(o  the  beautiful  Black  men  and  women  a( 
Florida  A&M  University.  Well  don't  worry 
too  much  about  Uiat  missed  opportunity. 
You  will  probably  look  at  your  decision 
not  to  go  a  liltle  bit  differently  after  read- 
ing this  article. 

Being  bom  and  raised  in  North  Caro- 
lina I  have  had  the  opportunity  lo  visit 
Black  universities  on  many  occasions.  Not 
only  the  colleges  within  North  Carolina 
(which  1  visit  the  most),  but  also  the  schools 
in  Maryland.  Louisiana,  Virginia,  and 
Georgia.  I '  ve  seen  the  lifestyle  first  hand. 
I  enjoyed  myself  tremendously  at  all  of  the 
great  universities  I  visited.  I  can  tell  you 
wild  and  funny  stories  from  all  of  these 
schools  but  it  would  be  wrong  of  me  to  tell 
you  just  half  of  the  slory.  I  have  heard  and 
seen  the  crime  scenes  of  Black  men  being 
shot  and  killed  in  their  dorm  rooms  at  NC 
Central  University  and  Fayettville  State 
University.There  have  been  numerous  re- 
ports of  women  being  raped  at  gun  point 
at  North  Carolina  A&T  University.  I  don't 
think  being  shot  or  raped  in  the  comfort  of 
your  own  room  is  fun.  I  really  don't  think 
being  afraid  to  go  to  the  store  at  night  is 


fiin  either,  which  is  the  case  at  Howard  Uni- 
versity, located  on  Georgia  Avenue  in 
Southeastern  DC.  Atlanta's  AUC  is  in 
Southwest  Atlanta,  and  Norfolk  State  Uni- 
versity has  a  great  view  of  Norfolk's  most 
dangerous  housing  projects  from  your 
dorm  window. 

Most  historically  black  colleges  and 
universilies  have  terrible  facilities  and 
equipment.  Have  you  ever  visited 
Grambling  University  or  South  Carolina 
Stale  University.  They  had  some  of  the 
worst  dorm  rooms  1  have  ever  seen.  These 
problems  are  not  the  school's  fault.  Black 
students'  attendance  to  most  historically 
Black  universities  has  been  down  for  sev- 
eral years — they  simply  don't  have  the 
money  to  make  new  dorms.  Some  histori- 
cally Black  colleges  and  universities  have 
become  so  financially  in  need  that  they 
have  resorted  lo  the  recruitment  of  white 
students,  for  example  North  Carolina  Cen- 
tral University.  Looking  directly  at  a  stale 
takeover  of  the  administration,  NCUU  had 
lo  resort  lo  getting  more  white  students  to 
attend  classes  there  in  order  lo  gel  more 
money.  Unfortunately  the  plan  didn't  work 
and  most  of  the  school's  administration  cjnit 
before  state  could  take  over  and  fire  them. 
Don't  be  surprised  to  see  NCUU  turn  into 
UNC-Durham  by  the  year  2000. 

The  good  news  is  Black  people  still  re- 
member the  glory  days  of  the  Black  uni- 
versity. The  1 970's  and  early  80's  produced 
thousands  of  highly  educated  Black  men 
and  women  who  have  gone  on  lo  be  great 
men  and  women.  I  have  had  the  privilege 
of  being  a  recipient  of  the  great  things  these 
NCCU.  Shaw,  and  A&T  graduates  did  for 
my  community  and  for 

See  BLACK  COLLEGES,  page  2 
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for  an  appointment  call 
HAIR  552  ; 
55S  colunribus  aveni 


Coco  Bmvos  take  it  to  the  hole 

Northeastern  Intramural  basketball  turns 
heads 


V 


IT, 


Last  Thursday  at  the  Marino  Center  basketball  court  Antoine  Trowers 
puts  one  past  the  Shot  Callers.  The  Coco  Bravos  win  58-36 


Afrocentrics  shuts  down 


By  Kanasha  S.  Herbert 
Onyx  Staff 

After  a  tremendous  year  and  a  half  en- 
deavor by  entrepreneurs  Randy  Haynes  and 
Michael  Curry,  Afrocentrics  at  888  Tremonl 
Street  has  closed  its  doors. 

Afrocentrics,  inspired  by  the  movie 
"Love  Jones"  helped  propel  the  Black  Arts 
Movement  in  Boston  by  providing  a  venue 
in  which  artists  as  well  as  the  genera!  com: 
munity  could  meet  other  artists  and  show- 
case their  talent. 

Through  its  brief  history  Afrocentrics 


brought  in  such  acts  as  Amiri  Baraka,  Gil 
ScoU  Heron.  DCs  Generation  2000, 
CipherSpace,  Jamarhl  Crawford  and 
lyeoka  Okawo. 

Afrocentrics  was  also  instrumental  in 
gelling  many  of  the  poets  in  Boston  to  the 
historic  poetry  festival.  "  360  degrees:  A 
Revolution  of  Black  Poetry,"  in  Maryland 
in  Sepleml)er. 

Though  the  candle  light  Wednesday 
nights  will  surely  be  missed,  Afrocentrics 
Production  will  continue  publication  of 
'The  Spoken  Word"  Newsletter,  keeping 
the  community  abreast  of  cultural  events 
in  the  cily. 


TUXEDOS  &  GOWNS 

DRESSING  YOU  UP  FOR  OVER  30  YEARS 


Tuxedo  Rentals  $49.99  with  Student  ID 
Located  at  594  Blue  Hill  Avenue 
Dorchester,  MA  02 121 
Telephone:  (617)  427-8930 
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EDITORIAL 

Schools  give 
Black  students  the  boot 

Whose  side  are  they  on? 

We  are  not  inherently  stupid.  1  repeal,  "We  are  not  inherently  stupid."  It  is  the  system 
that  keeps  us  behind  and  is  now  throwing  us  away.  The  schools  in  the  inner-cities  of 
America  are  not  at  the  same  level  as  the  schools  in  suburban  neighborhoods.  That  is 
because  the  majority  of  students  attending  inner-city  schools  are  Black  and  Latino  youth, 
which  white  suburbia  really  doesn't  care  about.  They  are  demonstrating  this  attitude 
once  again  with  the  new  changes  being  made  in  higher  education. 

The  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education  just  approved  changes  in  the  admissions  poli- 
cies of  state  schools  that  will  drastically  effect  the  numbers  of  Black  and  Latino  youth 
on  college  campuses.  The  new  measures,  as  reported  by  Tuesday's  Boston  Globe,  state 
fliat  all  students  must  have  a  3.0  and  at  least  a  920  on  their  SAT's  to  be  admitted.  If 
students  have  a  CPA  below  a  3.0.  their  SAT  scores  must  be  at  least  1 1 20  to  be  admitted. 
According  to  the  Board  of  Ed.,  these  measures  were  created  in  an  effort  to  increase  the 
overall  average  for  SAT  scores  in  the  colleges.  For  Black  and  Latino  youth  this  could 
mean  a  lot  of  rejection  notices  from  the  only  schools  we  may  be  able  to  afford.  SAT 
scores  for  Black  and  Latino  youth  are  devastatingly  tow  and  it  is  not  because  we  are 
stupid.  The  schools  that  most  of  us  attend  in  the  inner-cities  do  not  prepare  us  for  the 
examinations  or  for  college. 

The  programs  in  place  to  help  us  get  into  and  slay  in  universities  like  Northeastern 
are  slowly  being  taken  away  like  the  Balfour  Academy.  Funds  are  being  "reallocated" 
and  students  are  the  ones  who  get  cheated  -  every  year  there  are  fewer  UJIM  A  scholars 
coming  into  Northeastern.  The  City  University  of  New  York  (CUNY)  is  saying  they  are 
spending  too  much  time  and  money  on  remedial  classes  for  students,  instead  of  turning 
these  students  away  why  doesn't  CUNY  push  for  the  state  to  spend  more  time  and  money 
on  these  students  while  they  are  still  in  high  school.  Instead  of  the  Mass.  Board  of  Edu- 
cation constantly  making  these  higher  grade  requirements,  why  don't  they  focus  on 
revamping  the  college  preparation  courses  in  the  schools  Black  and  Latino  students 
attend  in  the  inner-city. 

Slowly,  but  surely  the  education  system  is  excluding  our  people  from  our  right  to  a 
quality  education.  The  crumbhng  of  Affirmative  Action  and  dwindling  numbers  of  Black 
and  Latino  professors  getting  tenure  all  point  to  something  very  ugly  in  America  that  is 
still  glaring  in  our  faces:  RACISM. 

Massachusetts  is  cutting  money  from  bilingual  education  in  the  public  schools  when 
the  trend  now  is  to  have  everyone  speak  english—  how  will  they  learn  it? 

Whose  side  are  they  on? 

Much  Love, 
The  Editors 


Make  your  voice  heard 

Send  Letters  to  The  Editors. 
The  Onyx  Informer 
360  Huntigton  Ave 
430  Curry  Student  Center 
Boston,  MA  02115 


speaking  Out 


Kerrita  McClaughlyn 


Point  Blank  Range 


The  Affirmative  Action  assassins  who  fired  Proposition  209  in  California  and  Initia- 
tive 200  in  Washington  have  reloaded  with  Majsachusetts  in  point  blank  rage. 

The  Boston  Herald  ( 1 1/3/98)  reported  that  colleges  in  the  Bay  State  face  an  end  to 
affirmative  action  from  the  Center  for  Equal  Opportunity,  headed  by  Linda  Chavez. 
The  organization,  now  investigating  college  admissions  policies  in  the  state,  is  opposed 
to  preference  in  college  admissions,  government  contracting  and  employment. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  chosen  to  fight  on  the  side  of  Affirmative  Action.  Which 
side  of  the  line  are  you  on?  Are  we  going  to  continue  the  grand  tradition  of  reacting  after 
the  fact  — when  we  can't  do  anything  about  it —  or  for  once  are  we  proactive,  control- 
ling our  own  destiny. 

Affirmative  Action  is  survival.  Look  around  you.  Do  you  think  Northeastern  needs 
less  minorities?  We  cannot  be  caught  sleeping!  The  passing  of  1-200  in  Washington, 
despite  a  well  fought  fight,  means  that  we  have  to  step  up  the  game  and  begin  outlining 
battle  plans  before  the  war. 

We  need  to  begin  by  reading  all  the  articles  and  watching  alt  the  news  stories  on  the 
issues.  If  public  hearings  are  held  we  need  to  be  fully  represented.  We  need  to  pack 
those  halls  with  people.  Our  strength  is  in  numbers.  We  also  need  to  vote  if  the  issue 
comes  to  a  ballot.  Losing  the  constitutional  right  to  vote  is  a  reality  for  many,  especially 
black  males.  It  is  reported  that  1 .4  million  black  men  have  lost  their  right  to  vote. 

Preserving  the  gains  of  the  civil  rights  movement  is  a  duty,  not  a  privilege  and  we 
must  accept  it.  We  walk  on  the  blood  laden  trails  of  the  ancestors.  How  will  we  honor 
their  sacrifice.  What  is  ray  contribution  to  the  struggle? 


Kerrita  McClaughlyn  is  a  middler  journalism  major. 


Ibiere  Seek 


Roxbury 

In  applying  to  this  University  I  was  led  to  believe  that  i  was  applying  to  a  school  in 
Boston,  MA.  1  was  wrong.  Northeastern  is  in  fact  a  part  of  Roxbury,  one  of  Boston's 
poorest  nieghborhoods.  but  1  doubt  you'll  hear  anyone  here  admit  to  that. 

For  years  Northeastern  has  downplayed  its  geographical  existence  in  this  predomi- 
nantly Black  and  Latino  community. 

Recently  Northeastern  has  made  attempts  to  reach  out  to  the  Roxbury  community. 
In  the  hopes  of  boosting  the  economy  Northeastern  and  the  US  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  have  teamed  our  faculty  with  local  business  owners.  If  all  falls 
into  place  this  relationship  will  solve  some  of  the  economic  problems  in  the  community. 

I  know  that  may  sound  all  good  and  dandy  but  the  residents  of  Roxbury  have  had  a 
few  things  to  complain  about.  Northeastern  is  slowly  increasing  in  size  and  that  means 
Roxbury  is  being  pushed  back  just  that  much  farther.  With  the  development  of  new 
student  housing  NU  is  taking  up  a  lot  more  space. 

In  the  past  NU  has  attempted  to  give  back  to  the  community  by  offering  scholarships 
to  some  of  Roxbury 's  brightest  high  school  students.  The  only  problem  with  this  is  that 
many  of  those  students  get  their  degrees  and  never  return  to  the  community. 

So  where  does  that  leave  Northeastern  University?  Should  the  school  pack  its  bags 
and  get  on  out  or  continue  to  attempt  to  "give  back"?  Who  knows.  The  community  is 
suffering  and  the  University  is  flourishing.  Obviously  something  has  got  to  change. 

Ibiere  Seek  is  a  freshman  journalism  major 


Patricia  Caulpepper 


Question:  What  is  Latino? 

1  have  a  question.  What  does  being  Latino  mean? 
Is  it  a  race  or  a  culture? 

Does  it  mean  that  you  speak  the  same  language?  If  so,  how  come  Brazilians,  but  not 
Haitians  are  considered  Latinos? 

Is  it  belonging  lo  a  specific  geographic  area?  Then,  why  are  Guyanese  people  catego- 
rized as  West  Indians  and  not  Latinos? 

If  culture  is  the  common  thread,  how  could  Dominicans  and  Paraguayans  be  put  in  die 
same  group? 

It  can  not  be  race  because  some  Latinos  are  a  beautiful  harmonious  turay  of  colors 
that  tell  of  African,  Indian  and  European  ancestry. 

Religion?  Well,  most  of  us  in  the  Caribbean.  (Jamaica  as  well  as  Puerto  Rico)  and 
Central  and  South  America  are  raised  as  Catholics. 
Again,  I  ask  the  university  conununity,  what  is  Latino? 

Patricia  Caulpepper  is  a  sophomore  criminal  justice  major 


I 8-.3S  PM 
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^Follow  Your  FaTth 

Religious  InstUutions  Whin  The  Greater  Boston  Area 


Islmnic 

Muiuimnmd's  Mosqiu-  ffll 
10  Washington  Sireel 
Dorchester,  MA  02121 
617-442-6082 

Catholic 

Si.  Angela 's  Church 
IMK  Blue  Hill  Avenue 
Muttapan.  MA 
617-298-0080 

African  Methodist  Episcopal 

HelhflAM.E  Chun  k 
215  Forest  Hill  street 
Roxbury.  MA 
617-524-4311 

Charles  Street  AM.K  Church 
55 1  Warren  Street 
Roxbtiry.  MA 
617-442-7770 

Grant  A.M.E  Chun  h 
1906  Washington  Street 
Boston.  MA 
617-427-0670 

A.M.E  Zion 

Columbus  A.M.E  Zion  Church 
600  Columbus  Avenue 
Bo.ston.  MA 
617-266-2758 

St.  Luke  Christian  A.M.E  Zion  Chuirh 
1099  Blue  Hill  Avenue 
Dorchester.  MA 
617-«25-6399 

Baptist 

Concord  Baptist  Chuirh 
190  Warren  Avenue 
Boston.  MA 
617-266-8062 

Dorchester  Temple  Baptist  Church 
670  Washington  Street 
Dorchester.  MA 
617-282-7794 

Momingstar  Bapti.^t  Chunk 
1257  Blue  Hill  Avenue 
Mattapan,  MA 
617-298-0278 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church 
740Tremont  Streci 
Boston,  MA 
617-536-9332 

Twelfth  Baptist  Church 
160  Warren  Street 
Roxbury,  MA 


Congregational 

Elliot  Congiv national  Chun  h 
120  Walnut  Avenue 
Roxbury,  MA 
617-445-7525 


Episcopal 

Chunrh  of  The  Holy  Spirit 
River  Street 
Mattapan,  MA 
617-298-0577 


5/,  Cyprian  V  Episcopal  Chun-h 
I073Tremom  Street 
Roxbury.  MA 
617-427-6175 

Non-Denominational 

Nfw  Covenant  Christian  life  Center 
1500  Blue  Hilt  Avenue 
Mattapan.  MA 
617-445-0636 

The  Church  of  Si.  Augitstine  &  St. 
Martin 

31  Lenox  Street 
Boston.  MA 
617^2-6395 

Pentecostal 

Bethel  Pentecostal  Chun  h 
112  Humboldt  Avenue 
Roxbury.  MA 
617-427-4317 

Glad  Ttdin}(,s  Pentecostal  Asseinbty. 
640  Washington  Street 
Dorthesttr,  MA 
617-265-6734 

Grace  Church  of  All  Nations 
451  Washitigion  Street 
Dorchester,  MA 
617-825-6757 

Greater  Love  Tabernacle 
695  Parker  Streci 
Boston,  MA 
617^27-9800 

Holy  Tabenutcle 
70  Washington  Street 
Dorchester.  MA 
617^27-8022 

Seventh  Day  Adventist 

Ben'a  Seventh  Day  Advenlist  Chun'h 
108  Scavcr  Street 
Roxbury.  MA  021 19 
617-445-8885 


BLACK  COLLEGES,  From  Page  6 


PARTNERSHIP,  from  page  1 

ness  owners  about  possible  economic 
development.'The  President  liked  to  meet 
with  community  leaders  and  have  a  dia- 
logue with  them.  Curry  thought  the  issues 
brought  up  at  this  particular  meeting  were 
important  and  should  be  acted  upon,"  said 
Warren. 

Roxbury  business  owner.  Archie  Will- 
iams initiated  the  idea  for  the  partnership. 
"We  were  not  interested  in  the  University's 
social  handouts  because  they  didn't  work. 
Social  issues  are  irrelevant,  what  matters 
is  economics." 


Part  of  the  Partnership's  agenda  is  to 
build  an  Industrial  Park  to  secure  contracts 
for  successful  minority  owned  businesses. 
Warren  said  the  Park  is  expected  to  pro- 
vide 200-300  new  jobs  during  the  first  year 
of  operation  and  more  than  1,  500  over  a 
five-year  period.  The  plan  calls  for  1 0  busi- 
nesses including  Roxbury  Technology,  Inc, 
a  manufacturer  of  cartridges  for  printers  and 
Grove  Hall  Child  Development  Center,  to 
be  housed  in  the  Park. 

This  fall,  the  Center  offered  a  Merchants 
Academy,  a  part-time  academy  program 
offered  at  NU  for  Roxbury's  business  own- 
ers. 


ine  personally.  These  alummni  give  back 
lo  their  respective  schools  by  preaching  lo 
young  people  about  the  great  education  they 
can  get  from  these  schools.  Their  efforts 
guarantee  thai  historically  Black  colleges 
and  universities  will  never  die.  Especially 
colleges  like  Spelman.  Morehouse  and 
Hampton  who  will  always  be  looked  at  as 
great  schools  in  the  eyes  of  all  African- 
Americans. 

A  university  where  the  majority  of  its 
students  and  faculty  are  Black  is  comfort- 
ing, but  you  have  to  ask  yourself  is  that  just 
a  comfy  little  microcosm.  Is  that  Black 
school  going  to  make  you  the  most  success- 
ful person  you  can  be  after  you  graduate? 
Black  people  fought  for  equal  everything 
in  the  1960's.  so  why  do  we  want  to  sepa- 
rate ourselves  now.  The  whole  reason  for 
historically  Black  colleges  and  universities 
was  for  Black  people  lo  get  a  higher  edu- 
cation when  we  couldn't  get  into  white 
universities.  Now  that  we  can  go  to  any 
school  we  want  lo  why  would  you  choose 
to  go  somewhere  with  inferior  funding,  re- 
sources and  facilities.  It's  like  modem  day 
segregation  which  is  only  hindering  you 
from  having  the  best  things  in  life. 

Let's  pretend  you  had  a  job  position  to 
fill  and  two  people  came  in  and  interviewed 
for  the  job.  Both  had  the  same  major  and 
job  experience.  Niether  person  had  an  ad- 
vantage over  the  other  person,  the  only  dif- 
ference was  that  one  person  went  to  Florida 
A&M  and  the  other  person  went  to  MIT. 
Which  one  would  you  choose?  I  guarantee 
you  that  just  about  every  employer  in  the 
United  States  would  choose  the  person  who 
graduated  from  MIT.  While  employers 
would  choose  the  person  from  MIT  simply 
because  they  can  identify  with  that  school. 
Whether  you  know  il  or  not,  prejudice  still 
exists  in  people  today.  When  all  things  are 
equal,  employers  are  prone  to  hire  some- 
one who  has  attended  a  college  or  univer- 


sity they  are  familiar  with.  It  doesn't  have 
anything  to  do  with  how  good  an  educa- 
tion you  recieved  from  your  Black  univer- 
sity. You  can  major  in  Law  or  Nursing  at 
NCCU.  Biology  at  Spelman,  or  Engineer- 
ing at  NC  A&T.  If  you  are  in  line  for  a  job 
with  someone  who  graduated  from  a  white 
university  where  you  both  have  the  same 
credentials  die  white  university  graduate 
will  gel  the  job.  It's  like  shopping,  people 
will  buy  name  brands  over  generic  stuff 
any  day  of  the  week  because  they  feel  the 
name  brand  is  more  widely  used  and  there- 
fore of  a  belter  quality  . 

I  want  to  see  all  Black  people  succeed 
in  life.  I  feel  equal  education  is  the  key  to 
getting  all  minorities  on  the  same  playing 
field  as  while  people.  In  order  to  do  that 
we  have  to  go  to  the  best  colleges  and  uni- 
versities .  I  love  my  historically  Black  col- 
leges and  univeristies.  but  right  now  they 
are  not  the  best  in  the  nation.  Black  and 
white  colleges  and  universiles  must  have 
equal  funding  and  equal  resources  (profes- 
sors, faculties,  etc.).  Only  then  will  these 
Black  institutions  be  able  lo  offer  the  best 
education  and  opportunities  to  Black 
people.  You  can  still  fee!  comfortable 
among  your  own  kind  at  "white"  univer- 
sities and  get  a  quality  education.  Univer- 
sities like  Northeastern  and  UNC-Chapel 
Hill  have  a  strong  Black  presence  on  their 
campuses.  We  have  to  take  advantage  of 
those  so-called  "white"  schools'  resources 
and  that  "while"  degree  when  we  gradu- 
ate to  get  the  same  opportunities  as  white 
people.  You  have  to  decide  as  an  individual 
what  is  best  for  you,  do  you  want  to  have 
fun  or  do  you  want  a  good  education? 
Nothing  is  wrong  with  having  fun,  but 
there  comes  a  time  in  everyone's  Ufe  where 
the  fun  is  over  and  you  have  lo  make 
money  to  survive.  Does  a  historically 
Black  university  give  you  the  best  chance 
to  do  that?  You  make  ihe  call. 


VISIT  NEW  ENGLAND'S  LARGEST  AFROCENTRIG 
ONE  STOP  STORE 

(located  in  the  Heart  of  Roxbury  At  Dudley  Square) 


•New  England's  largest 
selection  of  Afrocentric 
Greeting  Cards.  Mother's  Day, 
Father's  Day,  Valentines, 
Christmas.  Kwanzaa  and  All 
Occasion  cards. 


•  The  best  assortment  of  African 
Artifacts.  Afrocentric  gift  items, 
gift  bags  and  gift  wrap. 

•1998  Afrocentric  Calendars. 

•  Kwanzaa  Kits/Candles/Books. 


•An  extensive  selection  of 
Afrocentric  Books  including 
Children's  Books. 


•Sweatshirts,  T-Shirts 
and  Caps. 


•  Cassettes,  CD's  and  Video 
Rentals. 


•  Fax  Services,  Photo  Copies 
&  Postage  Stamps. 


A  Nt^in  Notion,  Inc 
S  M47WvnnStrHt 
^a  146-146  Duday  Slnd  iimmm  im] 
UN  AlDu<l«vS(uar< 
Ki  R«buiV,UA0!119 

(617)«2.2623  FAX(S1714«-M1S 


^fub^a]lNodoD,Inc. 


A  Nubian  Notion,  High  Oanrt,  ln& 
ftugtfei  UBTASI^ 
1121  Trttnort  Street 
Bostcn.  UIV  02120 
(81T1SS9-7007  FAX1617)S!9.*980 


TUstHoOlns  (617)  4424435 
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Asphalt 

By  Kanasha  S.  Herbert 

Onyx  Columnist 

Verse  and  Chorus 

Every  Sunday.  Zerihiah  Israel  hosts 
Vibeology  101.  If  hip-hop  is  your  religion 
ihcn  this  is  (he  venue  for  you.  featuring  free 
style  sessions  and  hip-hop  fihiis.  This  evcnl 
takes  place  from  3  -  7  p.m.  at  73  Highland 
Street  #1  in  Roxbury. 

If  you  are  like  Ayanna  "Pear"  Israel,  an 
"open-mic  fiend"  The  PeiirTree  is  definitely 
your  spot.  Every  Sunday  from  8  p.m.  until 
midnight.  Ayanna  welcomes  you  to  partake 
of  her  fniii  tree.  Bring  your  spirit  and  your 
words  to  73  Highland  Street  #1  in  Roxbury. 

On  Sunday  November  22  The  BankBoslon 
Celebrity  Series  of  Boston  in  conjunction 
with  Caroh  Communications.  Inc.  presents 
the  Caribbean  Pan  Fest  at  Symphony  Hall. 
The  show  begins  at  3  p.m.  and  showcases 
pianists  playing  jazz  and  calypso.  The  in- 
lemationally  renowned  arti.st.  The  Professor 
will  be  performing  as  well  as  a  ten  piece 
Steelband  Ensemble  and  the  Panazz  Play- 
ers. Please  call  Celebrity  Charge  at  (617) 
482-6661  for  tickets. 

On  December  I.  WCVB-TV  Channel  5 
will  air  "Return  to  Glory,"  a  documentary 
retelling  tlie  history  of  Colonel  Robert  Gould 
Shaw  and  the  54th  Massachusetts  Regiment 
Memorial  which  was  dedicated  to  the  first 
Black  regiment  of  the  North  which  fought 
in  the  Civil  War. 

The  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  will  be  screen- 
ing independent  Ethiopian  filmmaker 
Yemane  I.  Demissie's  Tumult.  This  histori- 
cally inspired  film  retells  the  1960  coup 
d'itat  against  Ethiopian  Emperor  Haile 
Selassie  I  through  the  eyes  of  the  "aristo- 
cral-tumed-revolutionaiy"  Yoseph,  active  in 
the  coup.  The  fdm  which  is  shot  entirely  in 
southern  California  with  the  help  of 
California's  Ethiopian  Community  has  been 
screened  at  numerous  international  film  fes- 
tivals, and  has  been  released  in  theatrical 
form  in  D.C.,  Los  Angeles.  London  and 
Beriin  and  Frankfurt.  The  film  has  received 
several  international  and  national  awards 
including  the  Drama  award  from  the  Na- 
tional Black  Programming  Consortium.  The 
dales  and  times  for  the  MFA's  public  screen- 
ings are  as  follows: 

Thursday,  December  3,  at  7:45  p.m. 
Saturday,  December  5.  at  1  p.m. 
Friday.  December  11,  at  6  p.m. 
Saturday.  December  12,  at  1  p.m. 
True  Warrior  Inc.  presents  Winter  Words. 
A  showcase  of  Spoken  Word,  Free  Stylz. 
Dancers  and  Music  will  be  held  on  Satur- 
day. December  19  from  8  p.m,  to  2  a.m.  ai 
Ogunnaike  Gallery.  39  Thayer  St.  off  450 
Harrison  Avenue  in  South  Boston.  Boston 
poet,  VCR  will  host  this  event.  Admission 
is  $5.00.  For  more  information  please  con- 
tact VCR  at  (617)  287-0472  or  e-mail  him 
at  vrobinson(j!Haw.coni. 


Have  The  Onyx 
cover  your  event. 
Call  us  at 
373-2250 


Gloria Naylor's  gives  the  'Men  of 
Brewster  Place''  a  voice 

Naylor  speaks  to  NU  students  about  latest  work 


By  Ibiere  Seek 
Onyx  Staff 

"One  day  my  mother  went  out  to  bu) 
me  a  diary.  She  told  me.  "1  bet  there  are  ;i 
lot  of  things  going  on  in  the  world  that 
you  don  t  understand  and  since  you  can't 
talk  to  your  fuiher  or  I.  why  don't  you 
write  it  down,  And  that's  where  it  all  be- 
gan," said  Gloria  Naylor.  Internationally 
acclaimed  author,  as  she  spoke  of  her 
beginnings  as  a  writer. 

A  lew  of  Northeastem's  students  were 
able  to  speak  with  Naylor  during  the 
workshop  held  in  Professor  Laurel 
Komhisher's  Modem  Short  Stories  class. 
Naylor  openly  spoke  with  a  class  of  22 
students  about  her  most  recent  novel  'The 
Men  of  Brewster  Place."  and  her  growth 
as  a  writer. 

Naylor  began  writing  at  age  12.  In 
search  of  something  more  than  the  sto- 
ries in  American  classics,  Naylor  began 
reading  the  works  of  African-American 
writers  such  as  Richard  Wright,  Toni 
Morrison  and  Zora  Ncale  Hurston. 

"If  1  wouldn't  have  discovered  these 
books,  I  would  have  never  learned  to  be 
a  writer."  Naylor  credits  her  creative  abil- 
ity to  these  Black  writers  among  many 
others.  "Morrison's,  "The  Bluest  Eyes" — 
"she  was  the  first  female  poet  1  read.  It 
was  just  one  long  lyrical  poem.  That  book 
had  the  greatest  influence  on  me." 

Naylor  has  written  four  novels:  "The 
Women  of  Brewster  Place."  "Linden 
Hills."  "Mama  Day  Bailey's  Cafe,"  and 
her  most  recent,  "The  Men  of  Brewster 
Place." 


'The  world  began  to  call  me  a  writer  with 
my  first  novel  but  1  took  it  as  a  grain  of  salt. 
I  knew  what  I,  Gloria,  needed  to  become  a 
writer.  I  set  a  task  for  myself:  I  wanted  to 
write  four  books  that  were  interrelated.  It 
was  all  planned  out.  .  .  I  knew  it  before 
hand,"  Naylor  said  smiling. 

Naylor's  books  aie  in  fact  interrelated. 
'The  Men  of  Brewster  Place"  are  the  men 
who  were  often  talked  about  in  her  novel, 
'The  Women  of  Brewster." 

Northeastern  University's  Center  for  the 
Arts  presented  a  lecture  by  Naylor  where 
she  read  from  "The  Men  of  Brewster  Place" 
in  Blackman  Auditorium.  November  5. 
Naylor  read  to  a  captivated  crowd.  Her 


characters  came  to  life  in  the  auditorium 
and  in  the  minds  of  audience. 

"I  believe  I've  been  chosen  to  tell  these 
stories. .  .  like  a  hand-maid.  Ten  percent 
of  it  is  me.  but  90  percent  is  some  other 
force."  said  Naylor  when  speaking  of  the 
spiritual  aspect  of  her  writing.  "I  don't 
want  to  analyze  it,  I  just  want  to  let  it 
flow," 

"1  have  cried  over  sections  of  my  book, 
I  have  disappointed  people  who  have  dis- 
appointed me  with  my  book.  It  becomes 
real  to  me. .  .the  characters  begin  to  live 
through  you." 

"The  Men  of  Brew.ster  Place"  is  a  book 
of  meaning.  Naylor  wrote  it  fora  number 
of  reasons.  The  novel  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  her  father  and  the  impact  of 
the  men  who  marched  in  the  he  million 
man  march. 

"  I  didn't  write  it  out  of  redemption.  1 
wrote  it  for  the  silent  majority  of  Black 
men.  That  invisible  two  thirds  that  no  one 
talks  about.  The  Black  men  who  aren't 
on  drugs  and  who  aren't  in  prison.  The 
Black  men  who  move  along  trying  to  keep 
their  families  together  and  who  are  try- 
ing to  stay  sane." 

"After  Bailey's  Cafe  I  began  to  call 
myself  a  writer,  it's  something  I  continue 
to  do.  No  one  can  ever  take  that  from  me 
because  no  one  gave  it  lo  me."  said  Naylor 
in  response  to  a  question  about  her  vision 
for  herself  in  ten  years. 

"1  see  myself  writing  more  novels  and 
doing  plays. .  .always  communicating  in 
some  way  shape  or  form.  That's  what  I 
see  myself  doing  always. 


Def  Jam  comedians  crack  up  NU 


By  Linda  Betharte 

Onyx  StatT 


Sex  jokes,  sex  jokes  and  more  sex 
jokes.  The  comedians  that  came  to  North- 
eastern on  Oct.  5  had  students  jumping 
up  out  of  dieir  seats  with  laughter. 

They  told  you:  how  to  do  it,  when  to 
do  it.  where  lo  do  it.  and  who  to  do  it  with. 

Both  girls  and  guys  were  patting  them- 
selves on  the  backs  and  clapping  so  hard, 
it  seemed  as  if  they  were  on  BET's  show. 
Comic  View. 

The  comedians  may  have  thought  so 
too,  because  they  were  doing  some  the- 
atrics that  you  only  see  on  Channel  28. 
At  one  point  one  of  the  comedian's,  Jon 
Laster  from  Brooklyn,  NY  microphone 
went  off  while  he  was  knocking  it  against 
his  head — you  can't  do  that  kind  of  stuff 
at  Northeastern. 

If  you  were  in  their  line  of  vision,  you 
were  going  to  get  cracked  on.  They 
cracked  on  weaves,  perms,  braids,  and  die 
sexual  competency  of  some  of  the  brave 
men  seated  in  the  front  rows. 

If  you  were  of  any  ethnic  background 
Capone,  the  host  for  the  comedy  night, 
or  Big  Man  Sugar  Bear  another  New  York 


comedian,  were  going  to  get  around  to  you 
before  the  night  was  through.  They  made 
fun  of  Puerto  Ricans.  Domincans,  Africans. 
Asians,  West  Indians,  you  name  it.  Heeven 
tried  lo  make  fun  of  an  ethnicity  he  didn't 
know  existed,  Cape  Verdians.  who  barely 
exist  in  New  York  City. 

The  "Comedy  Slam"  was  hosted  by 


the  Council  for  University  Programs 
(CUP)  and  the  Alpha  Phi  Alpha  Inc.  fra- 
ternity as  pan  of  the  fraternity's.  "Soul 
Clap  College  Fest  Weekend."  The  week- 
end, slated  as  Boston's  Black  Homecom- 
ing, included  professional  workshops  the 
Conedy  Slam  and  a  Black  ;ind  Gold  Ball 
hosted  on  Boston  Universities  campus. 


^^/2im.  7:07  PM 


'HS 
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Griot 

By  Kanasha  S.  Herbert 

Onyx  Columnist 


The  first  week  of  November  must  have 
been  ordained  exclusively  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  Black  people.  In  1926  it  was  titled. 
Black  History  Week.  In  1938  this  was  the 
week  that  Askia  M.  Toure  poet,  editor  and 
activist  was  bom. 

In  1998,  Nov.  6  was  chosen  by  poets, 
comrades  and  well-wishers  from  across  the 
country  to  pay  homage  to  Toure  in  a  cel- 
ebration of  his  life,  his  spirit  and  his  new 
book  "Dawn  Song:  The  Epic  Memory  of 
Askia  Toure." 

Roxbury  Community  College's  Media 
Arts  Center  hosted  the  evening.  They  be- 
gan it  with  a  video  presentation  of  some  of 
Toure 's  selected  readings  entided  "Griot." 
A  montage  showing  sisters  at  the  Million 
Woman  March  was  the  backdrop  for  one 
of  Griot's  featured  poems  in  which  Toure 
honored  women  and  described  ihem  as  be- 
ing "the  dignity"  of  men. 

Poetic  tributes  came  from  Askia's  many 
who  felt  influenced  and  inspired  by  Askia's 
works  and  his  presence. 

Dr.  Rashidah  Abu-Bakr  emphasized  the 
importance  of  honoring  people  like  Toure 
instead  of  worshiping  false  ideals  and  false 
gods. 

Ayanna  Isreal,  spoke  of  her  personal 
connection  with  Askia,  giving  testimony  to 
the  accessibility  and  humility  of  Toure.  The 
mistress  of  ceremonies.  Sister  Mawakana 
Aaku  Aga's  emotional  poem  spoke  of  how 
Toure  constantly  encourages  her  to  "keep 
writing"  similar  to  the  way  that  Langston 
Hughes  encouraged  Toure.  T.  MenelikVan 
Der  Meer  read  letters  from  Askia's  com- 
rades like  Amiri  Baraka  who  were  unable 
to  attend  the  ceremony. 

Toure.won  an  American  Book  Award  for 
his  novel-in-verse  "From  the  Pyramids  to 
the  Projects." 

Toure,  founded  the  Black  Arts  Repertory 
Theater  in  Harlem  along  with  his  comrades 
Larry  NeaU  Amiri  Baraka  and  Sonia 
Sanchez.  Askia  along  with  his  comrades  in 
the  San  Francisco  Black  community,  cre- 
ated the  first  Black  Studies  program  on  a 
white  university  campus. 

Toure  spoke  of  the  present  Black  Arts 
Movement  rooted  in  Roxbury, 

A  reception  at  Ogunnaike  gallery  where 
Toure  is  the  artist-in-residence  allowed  the 
evening  to  end  with  three  generation,s  of 
Black  people  grooving  to  James  Brown,  the 
original  Funk  Master. 

A  Tribute 

In  celebration  of  renowned 
poet  Askia  Toure  and  in  keeping 
with  the  legacy  of  the  founders 
of  Afrocentrics.  The  Onyx  In- 
former pays  tribute  to  our  resident 
poets. 

Listen  to  the  soulful  voices 
of  your  peers.  On  Thursday.  De- 
cember 3,  The  Onyx  will  host  a 
"Nickle  bag  of  Funk"  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  the  Tute,  (AAI).  Come 
freestyle  and  poetisize  among 
friends:  our  people. 
Peace 


Only  One  Life 

Theodore  P.  Miller 

And  if  I  die,  tonight !  pass 

I  wonder  if  the  night  will  last 
And  if  I  die,  breathe  my  last  breath 
Will  any  good  come  from  my  death 

And  if  I  die,  don't  shed  a  tear 
Cause  you  know  I'm  not  happy  here 

And  if  I  die.  will  you  just  cry 
Because  you  know  we  all  must  die 

And  if!  die,  will  you  die  too 
Please  don't  lose  that  soul  inside  of 
you 

Just  live  your  life,  and  when  you  die 

We  all  will  reunite  up  in  the  sky 
If  when  I  die.  I  find  there's  nothing 
else 

There  are  no  heavens,  and  there  are  no 
hells 

I  pray  to  God.  that  is  if  he  exists 
That  I've  lived  my  life  with  no  regrets 
For  if  you  live  your  life  on  could  of 
done's 

You'll  regret  your  life,  your  only  one. 


The  Roots  Will  Tell 
Which  Tree  It  Is 

Cavene  Vanhome 

Who  am  I? 
I  am  a  West  Indian  woman 
Where  did  I  come  from? 
1  came  from  Africa.  Asia. 
The  Americas 
I  am  from  nowhere  and  everywhere. 

Why  am  I  here? 
I  am  here  because  I  am  important 
Why  I  landed  in  the  West  Indies 
should  be  the  question 
I  landed  here  because  the  white  man 
(my  father)  thought  I  was  below  him 
And  saw  my  strength  and  knew  of 

my  determination 
He  thought  me  well  fit  to  serve  his 
purpose 
But  why  me?  I  often  ask 
Did  you  have  to  sell  for  cloth  and 

shiny  weapon.s? 
Why  didn't  we  fight  instead  to- 
gether? 

Why  did  you  let  them  take  me? 
Fighting  I  came  here,  and  worked 
And  worked 
And  worked 
And  bore  your  children  (who  were 
my  brothers  and  sisters) 
And  worked 
Even  now  what  has  changed? 

Who  am  I? 
Oh  what  great  heritage  I  have 
I  am  the  strong  West  Indian 
Still  bearing  your  many  labor  pains 

You  still  ask  where  did  I  come  from? 
It  matters  not  anymore 

Why  am  1  here? 
I  still  here  to  sweeten  your  lea 
I  not  here  to  conquer 
I  an'  I  jus'  want  to  live 


pring  98 

Dave  Edmundson 


fdgt 


jett  was  and  still  is  my  mam  man,  50  Grand 
TTiere  wasn't  anything  I  wouldn't  do  for  him 
Midge  and  I  really  did  nothing  special, 
except  do  what  he  always  said,  "Just  chitlin'.  man 
'And  with  that  accent  of  Ns.  he  would  make  everyone  grin. 

It  was  amazing  that  we  came  in  together 
/as  like  leaving  home  and  going  to  school  with  your  brother. 

fidn't  realize  how  easy  a  person's  life  can  just  be  taken  away  1 
lut.  I  guess  I  have  to  come  to  grips  with  that,  and  think,  thi^ 
happens  everyday. 

The  end  of  my  freshman  year,  we  bonded  real  tight 
After  that,  everything  became  all  right. 

I  believe  that  since  his  life  was  so  hard, 
He  was  on  this  Earth  for  one  regard. 

And  that  was  for  us  to  learn  from  his  mistakes. 

^\  strongly  think  Midge  was  an  angel  sent  from  heaven  above 
To  share  his  knowledge  and  give  everyone  love. 


In  our  hearts,  he  wanted  it  to  be. 
A  lot  of  people  I  met  were  through  he 
I  learned  a  lot  from  Midge. 


I  learned  that  when  you  receive  love,  you  give  love 
Even  though  he  did  serious  things,  he  still  went  above, 
"know  the  Lord  saw  right  through  that  and  gave  him  another 
chance 
And  he  redeemed  himself, 
And  picked  up  a  parapategic  at  a  high  school  dance. 

That's  the  Midge  everyone  knows 
And  through  us,  his  life  will  still  grow. 


Everyday,  I  think  and  pray  for  him 
everyday  that  passes,  I  feel  as  though  I'm  getting  closer  to  htm.  - 

I  just  keep  thinking  about  all  the  good  times  we  spent  on 
Huntington 

If  I  were  to  weigh  all  the  laughs  we  had  together, 
it  would  be  at  least  a  ton. 
Midge  was  an  unusual  character 
He  had  problems, 
but  he  still  had  laughter. 

MIdgett  was  admired  by  some,  and  not.  understandably,  by  none 
But  in  my  eyes,  he  was  #1 

And  I've  got  many  friends,  many  with  different  personalities 
But  compared  to  his  personality, 
there  are  no  similarities. 


Ana  Torn  wins  first  place  in  Diversity  Essay  Compelilion. 

IPhoto  credit:  Christine  B.  Dela  Cueva] 
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Don't  Cry  for  Me 

Ayanna  McRae 


Yes  I  do  drugs 
I  am  on  crack. 
I  got  a  baby  loo 
and  the  baby  was 
born 
on  crack. 
I  was  raped, 
you  see. 
By  tlie  person 
who  introduced 
me  to  crack. 
He  was  supposed 
to  be 

my  besl  friend. 

But  he  don't 

come  no  more. 

I  pretended  lo 

be  straight. 

And  diey  let 

me  have  my  baby. 

But  all  thai 

crj'ing  she  be  doing. 

Be  driving  me 

crazy. 

I  would  rather 
do  drugs, 
smoke  crack, 
you  know  get 
high. 

But  this  baby 
right  here 
always  be 
demanding 
I  didn't 

even  name  her. 


I'd  sell 
her  if  1  could. 
But  she 
cry  too 
damn 
much,  so 
I  get  high 
just  not 
to  hejir  her 
I  got  a 
boyfriend 
you  know. 
And  we  get 
high  together. 
He  always 
got  drugs 
I  hope  he 
stays  forever 
He  just  likes 
to  liave  sex. 
and  sometimes 
it  hurts 
but  I  just 
make  sure 
I'm  high  so 
I  won't 
have  to  feel  it. 
1  feed  the 
baby  sometimes, 
sometimes  when 
I'm  not  high. 
That  be  the 
only  time 
when  she 
don't  cry  for 
me. 


youi'self  in  ■ 
The  Onyx  Informer  I 


All  poem  entries 
can  be  placed  in 
our  mailbox  at 
Student  Activities, 
232  Cuiry  Student 
Center 


To  the  stars:  On  The  Occasion  of  the  60th 
Anniversary  of  Gizah's  Retelling 


Kaiiasha  Hcitert 


They  came  before  he  did 

long  before  history  had  interfered 

by  offering  graphite  and  papyrus 

confinements  of  our  god-kind 

long  before  lie  came 

arched  divinely  above  the  then 

perfect  nostrilar  complex  of 

Gizali's 

pride 

when  the  broad  nose  was  still  a 
true  definition 

welcoming  the  corning  age  of  leo 
two  great  visionary  time  pieces 
etched  in  strata 

so  resilient  that  they  still  sparkled 
ages  later  when  transformed  into 
the  crowning  pieces  of  one  Askia 
present  in  the  age  of  pisces 
capturing  the  exact  Ulster  and 
prominence  carried  for  ages  by  a 
time 
soldier 

only  one  whose  thoughts  could 
burn  down  Babylon,  reclaim 
Asatta  & 

Sundiata  &  Mummia  &  Malcolm  & 
Maitin  &  Medgar  &  Emit  &Tupac 
&  Rodney  & 
James  Byrd 

&  even  Snow  White:  a  rejoinder  in 
one  sliglit  movement  of  the  upper 
diaphragm 

would  be  so  blessed  to  have  the 
ancestors  etch  him  the  eyes  of 
Gizah  \ 
eyes  that  had  been  delivered  in  \he 
belly  of  a  tortoise  who  walked 
from 

the  then  aquatic  region  of 
Kemmet  to  these  here  United 
Snakes  (States) 

from  the  pyramids  to  the  projects 
brought  him  the  ability  to  turn 
struggle 

into  a  song  piece  of  intricate  verse 
and  chorus 

in  a  rhjlilim  so  undefined  so 

unconfined  full  of  Ogun  &  Olokun 

and  Ausett 

and  Sango 

defender  of  justice 

god  of  thunder  and  lightning 

a  rhj1:hm  that  in  isolation  could 

a^vaken  e\'eiy  ancestor  restless  in 

the 


deepest  blue/black 
blue  black  blue  black 
of  ihcAtlaiilic  Ocean 
crowned  wiih  the  lyrical  maiuriiy  of 
those  capable  of  expression  of 
being 

devoid  unnecessary  pump  &  circum- 
stance &.  seir-inllicled  egotistical  acts 
of  righteousness  and  acclamation 
of  righteousness  and  acclamation 
dare  i  say  a  true  revolulionary 
damn  it 

a  true  revolutionary  biivn  of  the  bone  of 
change  and  the  understanding  of 
suffering 

and  ihc  wisdom  nf  every  soul  having 
been  alfected  by  ihe-arms  of 
colonialism  and  imperialism  and  every 
subsequent  ism  thai  plagues  our 
people 

a  revolutionary  who  lived  to  see 
revokuiitn  lurn  into  two  hundred  dollar 
a  fool  acclamations 
of  crack  piped  street  corner  dreams 
still  acknowledges  the  potency  of  the 
coming  children 
who  sil  ready  for  any  indicalion  that  the 
palenquc  queen  has  been  harmed 

for  loo  long  tributes  and  appreciation 
and  accolades  have  been  post 
humus  riles 
bul  not  this  lime 
this  lime 
Askia  Toure 
ihis  time  while  we  stand  in  the  same 
realm 

your  children  are  here  lo  ask  you 
your  children  are  here  in  ask  you 
to  continue  ciphering  wilb  us 
show  us  what  yqu  see  ihrough  kemelic 
perceplion 
loday  we  sing  io  you 
so  we  may  learn  your  song 
we  are  going  lo  sing  back  back  back  to 
I  he  pyramids 
ihe  time  has  come  to  abandon  the 
projects 
love 
askia 
ashe 


All  coming  into  place... 


Melisa  Rivera 

I  think  that  now  I'm  beginning  to 
understand 

Everything  is  coming  together 
Things  are  now  making  sense 
I  realize  that  there  are  things  in  life  that 
I  cannot  control 

and  that  everything  happens  for  a 

reason 

1  am  learning  to  accept  things  and 
people  for  who  and  what  they  are 
...  nothing  more  ...  and  nothing  less 
I  am  learning  nol  to  take  things  so 
seriously 

or  to  let  things  control  my  life 

I  am  the  only  one  who  can  control  my 


feelings, 

my  day  and  my  life 

I  am  beginning  to  see  everything  as  a 

learning  experience, 

and  I'm  laughing  at  things  and  at 

myself 

Take  a  minute  and  you  loo  will  see  that 
there  is  a  hint  of  humor  and  beauty  in 
everything  around  you 
I'm  starting  to  really  appreciate  the 
little  Uiings  in  life 

...  the  rain  ...  a  flower ...  the  value  of 
a  good  friend 

I  take  time  now  to  focus  on  the  good 
instead  of  dwelling  on  the  negative 


No  longer  are  people  controlling  me 
or  have  the  ability  to  play  with  my 
emotions 

I  am  free  of  many  things 

I  am  free  to  be  myself 
to  love  myself 
to  appreciate  everyone 

and  everything  around  me 

Maybe  I'm  growing  up 

or  maybe  I'm  just  starting  to  grow 

but  what  I  am  doing  is  beginning  to 

get  to  know  an  old  friend  who  I 

often  leave  behind... 

I'm  beginning  to  know  me,  myself 

and  I. 


Message  Labels 

Eric  Esteves 


Chocolate-dipped,  sugar-coated  fairy 
tales  are  lold  by  unknown  bards  with 
serene  views  of  a  surreal  world. 
Or  is  it  the  real  world? 

My  hand  twiris  like  the  wave  of  a  wand 

Embracing  a  new  dawn 

Much  like  the  sun  does  the  early  mom 

Bul  with  confidence  and  knowledge  of 

self 

The  straight  truth 
No  chaser 
[  wield  my  eraser 
To  clear  boundaries 
to  which  I  do  not  yield 
and  camouflage  fears 
that  are  nol  ideal 

I  spew  out  venomous  hip-hop  oriented 
flava  in  your  ear 

Smell  my  incense 
It  burns  slowly  in  the  midst 
though  mind  that  I  will  insist 
tliat  you  desist 

mystifying  the  manifest  destiny 

ihal  is  destined  to  be  mine 

I  know  of  mullimedia  maids  who  cater  to 

tastebuds 

lusting  for  suyds 

Malt  liquor  makes  none  quicker 

Except  the  quick  and  the  dead 

And  the  sick  in  the  head 

Is  it  my  insecurity  that  blankets  your 

eyes  to  the  lentgths  they  go 

The  weel-dressed,  formally -pressed 

Semi-aulo  gentlemen 

that  jive  and  gesture  the  masses 

Or  are  they  really  just  gesticulating 

To  relay  an  imitation  of  blue-collar  blues 

But  never  actually  try  on 

the  other  brother's  shoes 

Old-school  heroes  return  for  the  love 
From  up  above  they  sent  me 
New-school  antics  suggest 
out  cookie  jar  is  near-empty 
Bul  optimism  - 1  got  plenty 
Phenomenal  men  and  women  dive  head 
first 

Inlo  tasks  far  greater  than  their  last 

While  hip-hoppers  enchant  be-boppers 

With  heart-slopper-like  riddims 

A.s  for  Nino  Brown,  farewell  I  bid  him 

Generation  X  and  Next  chit-chat  widi 

Wyclef 

And  wonder  until  Stevie  asks  who's  left 
To  mediate  discourse  between  the  civil 
rights  strugglers  and  the  selma  marchers 
with  the  gangster  rappers  and  strong- 
armed  robbers  who  make  their  homes  in 
my  hood 

and  blast  thunderous  bass  in  the  twilight 
That  booms  off  the  walls  and  rattles  rims 
Feel  the  vibrations  from  "urban  contem- 
porary" stations 

Black  Radio  -  well,  at  least  its  label  in 
this  nation 

What  is  your  label? 
And  who  bestowed  it  upon  you? 
I  am  the  Black  man  that  slithers  through 
the  street  at  night  with  pen  and  pad  in 
hand  because  1  am  not  the  average  man, 
or  a  materialistic  fan, 
Nor  a  fanatic,  or  a  lunatic,  or  a  schizo- 
phrenic. 

I  have  an  message  to  spread  lo  my 
people 

And  by  god,  I  ain't  afraid  to  send  it. 
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Hip-hop  Track  by  Track 


By  Maurice  Archer 

Onyx  Staff 

Welcome  back  to  the  'Track  by  Track".  This  month,  we  decided  to  do  an  under- 
ground joint  from  Pete  Rock  called  "Soul  Survivor".  Pete  Rock  is  mad  nice  on  the  beats, 
so  he  made  a  compilation  album.  He  just  brought  a  lot  of  the  true  cats  in  the  game 
together  and  gave  them  some  phat  beats.  The  cover  is.  mad  sexy.  That  girl's  tongue  on 
the  cover  is  makin  me  wanna....  Y'all  know  the  rest.  He  rhymes  a  lot  on  this  loo.  Listen 
up! 

IVack  1.(1:38)  This  is  the  intro.  Pele  is  just  shoutin'  out  to  all  the  real  cats  in  the  hip-hop 
game.  He  also  shouts  to  his  boys  around  the  way.  There's  a  beat  to  back  his  talking.  That 
is  how  an  intro  should  be;  I  guess. 

IVack  2.(3:50)  Y'all  probably  saw  the  video  for  'Tru  Master"  already.  The  beat  is  off  the 
hook.(cuttin'  in  Biggie  was  definetly  a  phat  addition  to  the  hook)  Kurupl,  Pete,  and 
Inspectah  Deck  do  the  beat  Johnny  Cochrane,  type  justice.  Deck  should've  won  the  race 
in  the  video  though. 

IVack  3.(4:31 )  You  know  how  Mef  do.  Calling  this  "Half  Man  Half  Amazin".  I  knew  a 
Nas  scratch  had  lo  be  included.  He  laces  the  beat  wit"  some  little  kids  in  the  background. 
Definitely  a  hot  one  from  Pete  Rock  and  Mr.  Mef. 

TVack  4.(4:06)  I'm  feeling  Raekwon,  but  all  Pete  does  is  tease  you  with  little  Raekwon 
cuts.  It's  a'ight  though  because  O.C.  is  representin'  Brooklyn  to  the  fullest.  Pele  Rock 
should've  left  out  his  verse.  The  beat  is  kind  of  hypnotic. 

Track  5.(4:59)  I  couldn't  believe  the  beat  when  I  first  heard  it.  Then  Rae  came  on.  The 
lyrics!  Prodigy  stays  reppin'  the  Q-borough.  finally  Ghost  started  his  thing.  They 
should've  called  it  the  Wu-all  stars  with  Prodigy  as  the  title.  He  put  a  phat.  base  thumpin' 
beat  that  only  lasts  about  15  seconds  after  the  song  is  done.  Once  again,  the  beat  is  crazy. 
N.Y. 

IVack  6.(4:43)  The  only  good  thing  is  his  cuts  on  this  tfack. 

TVack  7.(4:12)  I  don't  really  like  dem  Peter  Gunz  and  Lord  Tariq  cats.  Pete  (Rock) 
didn't  even  drop  a  phat  beat  for  them.  One  of  the  tracks  that  will  probably  be  skipped  in 
the  future.  His  scraichin  is  disgusting. 

Track  8.(3:56)  This  is  some  old  school  Queens  s#*t .  Pete  flipped  that  old  "It  A'int  Hard 
To  Tell"  cut.  The  rhymin'  is  die  problem  for  Pete  though  again.  Kooi  G.  just  killed  me 
wit  his  constant  Queens  flava.  The  samples  are  no  joke.  A  little  Tribe  and  Nas 
reminiscin'had  me  nice(if  you  know  what  I  mean).  Don't  forget  about  Large  Professor 
on  "Truly  Yours  98". 

Track  9.(4:41)  This  joint  is  just  made  for  some,  in  the  basement,  on  the  keys,  freestyle 
stuff.  Black  Thought  did  his  thing  as  the  Roots  crew  usual  do.  Rob-0  also  does  his  thing 
lyrically.  Even  Pete  Rock  impressed  me  on  the  mic.  This  was  some  real  hip-hop  real- 


Track  10.(5:23)  "One  Life  to  Live"  starts  off  with  jhe-ya  (you  know  how  MC  Eiht  says 
it)  which  automatically  alerted  cats  lo  MC  Eiht's  presence.  The  beat  is  on  some  west 
coast,  fast  rhymin'  stuff.  Il's  a'ight  though  because  this  was  the  East  coastAVest  coast 
unification  joint. 

Track  11.(4:31)  'Take  Your  Time"  is  not  my  type  of  track.  He's  rhymin  but  he  doesn't 
impress  me.  Girls  will  like  this  one  more  because  it  sounds  like  an  R&B  recording.  My 
head  still  nods  though-  The  hook  is  catchy  too.  I  wasn't  really  feeling  this  one  though. 

Track  12.(5:01)  Again  R&B,  but  with  a  Jazz  twist.  The  "jazziness",  I'm  lovin  it.  It 
definitely  fits  the  title  "Mind  Blowin".  The  horns  definitely  blew  me  away.  His  verse  is 
good.  He  rhymes  better  lo  R&B  sounding  beats.  Vinia  Mojica  is  beautiful,  that's  all  I 
can  say. 

Track  13.(4:57)  Another  slow  R&B  joint.  Still  phat  though.  He  laces  die  beat.  1  realize 
now  I'm  finishing  the  mini  R&B  section  of  the  album.  His  lyrics  are  a'ight  but  Miss 
Jones  takes  the  props  for  the  females  again.  I  really  like  Miss  Jones  though.  I  hope  y'all 
feel  me. 

Track  14.(4:16)  The  reunion  with  CI  Smooth  was  lovely.  One  of  my  favorite  tracks 
because  hearing  Ihem  together  made  me  remember  them  back  in  the  day.  Pele  put  on 
some  old  "Pete  Rock  and  CL  Smooth"  beat,  filling  the  old  format  they  used  lo  use.  CL 
smooth  said  it  best  in  "Da  Two"  when  he  professes,  "...  the  best  that  did  it  on  a  Pete  Rock 
track."  I  was  screamin  "Ohhhhhhhhhhhh"  when  I  heard  that  line.  They  represented 
togedier  again,  1  liked  that. 


Track  15.(4:31)  "Verbal  Murder  2"  is  laced  with  lyricists.  Big  Pun  starts  it  off  and 
y'all  know  Pun's  steez.  Then  I  started  waiting  for  "what-what".  but  NORE  kept  it  real. 
Queens  style.  Common  was  ill  too  yo.  I  feel  his  lyrics  like  a  really  deep  cut.  The 
legendary  Pete  Rock  keeps  cuttin'+  it  up  though.  He's  a  turntable  pro,  for  real. 

Track  16.(4:42)  Underground  queens  beat  starts  with  Khadafi  (Mobb  Deep  affiliate). 
This  beat  is  for  the  basement  dwelling,  hardcore  cats.  I  didn't  even  notice  Cappadonna's 
verse.  Sticky  brought  me  back  to  listening  to  the  lyricist.  Official  Nas  is  doing  his 
thing.  It's  good  that  Pete  doesn't  rhyme  on  this. 

Track  17.(3:54)  This  is  some  Jamaican  business.  Only  West  Indian  hip-hop  fiends  will 
like  this.  This  will  be  bangin'  in  the  clubs  in  N.Y.  I  liked  Heavy  D's  verse.  He 
surprised  me.  Beenie  brings  the  Jamaican  flavor.  The  beat  is  phat  as  usual.  "Yo,  it's 
the  end?"  says  Moe.  "Damn!" 

This  CD  gets  a  proud  $12.99,  once  again,  cause  that's  what  1  paid  for  it.  Al- 
most all  the  beats  are  no  joke,  as  Pete  Rock  is  known  for  doing.  He  shouldn't  have 
rhymed  as  much  as  he  did  though.  I  would  appreciate  him  more  if  he  stuck  to  doing  the 
beats,  it's  sdll  phat  though.  Definitely  a  must  have  for  the  real  hip-hop  fans. 


Album  Reviews 


Maurice  Archer  and  Duane  Cardinez  give  the  run-down  on  the  latest 
influx  of  hip-hop  albums,  with  a  unique  twist  in  rating  each. 


Belly  Soundtrack 

$11.99 

The  Primo/D'Angelo  was  the  first  to 
get  my  attention.  I  love  DJ  Premier  like 
he  was  my  man  since  back  in  the  day. 
Nobody  makes  better  beats  than  he  does. 
The  album  is  phat  though.  It  has  joints 
from  Rza  +  Ghostface,  the  Lox,  Nas, 
Dmx,  Method  man,  Jay-Z(They  had  lo 
put  him  in  it),  Sparkle,  Noreaga, 
Raekwon,  Mya,  Ja-Rule(from  Jay-Z's 
"Can  1  get  a..."),  and  some  other  real  cats. 
There's  some  wack  tracks  but  that's  why 
1  payed  $  1 1 .99,  and  not  anymore. 

Kool  G.  Rap  Roots  Of  Evil 

$12.99 

He's  from  Queens.  He  still  reppin  it 
to  the  fullest.  He  has  some  down  low 
cats  doing  his  tracks.  It's  a'ight  though 
because  they  are  all  nice  on  the  m-i-c. 
the  beats  are  underground,  real  n!**a 
beats.  I  paid  $10.88  but  1  would've  paid 
more  if  I  had  lo. 


Bad  Bovs  Greatest  Hits 

$0.00 

I  am  not  buying  this  because  I  refuse  to 
give  Puff  any  more  money.  There's  only 
one  Biggie  song.  But  il's  One  More 
Chance.  Not  even  "Unbelievable",  "Juicy". 
"Gimme  the  Loot",  nothing  I  wanted  lo 
hear.  There's  good  tracks  but  I'm  not  a 
party-Puff,  CD  buying  cat.  Very  disap- 
pointed. Girls  should  buy  this  though. 


Method  Man  .ludEcment  Day 

$10.99 

I'm  not  loo  sure  why  it  took  Method 
Man  so  long  lo  make  this  album.  Believe 
me,  there  are  tracks  that  are  phat  as  a  belly 
at  a  post  Thanksgiving  dinner.  However,  I 
found  myself  unentertained  by  way  loo 
many  songs.  There  were  numerous  beats 
that  were  not  bumping  enough.  This  album 
would  normally  be  a  9.99.  bul  I  have  to 
give  Meth  an  extra  buck  for  just  being 
Melh. 


Spencer 

617  232/1380 

754  Huntington  Avenu 
Boston.  MA  02115 

^  Hours: 
Tuesday  -  Fri  8  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
e                    Wed  8  a.m. -8  p.m. 

Sat  7  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

